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MINUTES 

Norwood Planning Assembly Steering Group Meeting 
Tuesday 19th March 2019, 6pm 

West Norwood Library and Picturehouse, 1-7 Norwood High Street SE27 9JU 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present:  Tom Venables, Graham Pycock, Nick Foster, Noshir Patel, Amanda Courtney, Mark 

Fairhurst, Anne Crane, Andre Burgess, Thomas Denhof, Sunil De Sayrah, Noshir 
Patel, Dr Mark Bilton, Adrien Vendetti 

Apologies:  Tim Bellenger, Kathleen Blackman, Andre Burgess, Adrien T, Paola Pagliarin, Pete 
Elliot  

Scribe: Amanda Courtney 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Follow up on Action Points from NPA Steering Group meeting Tuesday 26th February 
2019 and approval of minutes. 

The minutes from the 26th February 2019 were approved. 

       2 & 3 Progress over past month 

a. Vision objectives 
b. AECOM Design Report comments 
c. Engagement report 
d. Locality packages 
e. Air quality monitoring stations 
f. Centre for Sustainable Energy 

 
Agreeing NPA points for engagement 
 

a. Vision/objectives/policy area 
b. Town Centre site proposals – height, intensity, land use, open space, 
c. NHS/KIBA proposals – mix of uses, public realm, intensity, height 

 
Tom talked the committee through the Norwood Green-Town Plan structure and emerging 
thinking slides: 
 
Noshir said we need to state which requirements are desirable and which are essential. 
Anne added that we need to give preference to those which comply with essential – aim 
high and negotiate down! Furthermore, Sunil said our objectives have to now be firm.  
 
With reference to the health issue raised at the last steering group, Tom stated he is very 
pro this being in The Plan. He also added that NPA needs a very strong story before the 
next council meeting and a clear statement of intent. Furthermore, Adrien reminded the 
group of the importance in planning for mental and physical health. Tom cited the 
importance of play space, pocket parks, cemetery link and Norwood’s green canopy i.e. 
link from the West Norwood cemetery to Tivoli Park. Dr Mark Bilton suggested the green 
space audit could be a schools project. Extinction Rebellion are now telling ‘adults’ what 
the ethos for the area should be! 
 
Discussion ensued about the accuracy of the BBC’s log of individual roads and their air 
quality readings. How can we ensure accuracy of our recordings? Dr Mark Bilton cited the 
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London Sustainability Exchange who is in partnership with other organisations as a place 
to start for our research. He also expressed concern about the argument for 5G in the 
area cautioning that whilst it is aspirational it emits dangerous levels of electro-magnetic 
radiation and this fact should be given consideration. It would be short-term of NPA not to 
look at this side of 5G implications. 
 
NPA needs to determine its guidelines e.g. building height, intensity of development, 
green space etc. 
 
NPA committee agreed that it should now just be focusing on AECOM’s Option 3 in its 
Design Report. Importance needs to be placed on building heights and NPA needs to be 
clear in its understanding of this. This is why Design Policy is important as we need to 
limit heights. However, people do need to know that they can’t have everything and cite 
AECOM’s guidelines on land use, height, density, intensity, open space so that NPA can 
set precedents. 
 
Anne spoke about the British Research Establishment as another organisation for 
research, guidelines for height issue and creating new green space. This is the ethos 
‘add-on’ we want. Anne feels we need to talk to the York Hill estate to establish level of 
concern about building height and roads through it. They have much to gain AND lose. 
Thomas presented The Woodland Trust brochure, Practical Guidance: Residential 
Development and Trees, A Guide for Planners published January 2019. 
 
Tom postulated to the group ‘do we need to start relaxing the KIBA?’ Anne raised the 
issue of boundary change around the Travis Perkins site. Graham added that NPA has 
the opportunity to change this site by putting it in the Plan thus giving an opportunity to 
create more employment. Sunil feels that we should put the case forward as to what this 
means i.e. mixed use. Mark Fairhurst cited Deptford as a comparison whereby fusing the 
development of existing Norwood businesses could have protective benefits. 
 
Tom asked if we should take a ‘broadbrush’ or ‘interventionist’ stance. Graham argued 
that we should be interventionist to permit substantial development. Sunil asked ‘what do 
people in KIBA want?’ Mark added that land owners and businesses do have different 
needs and concerns and furthermore Nick reminded everyone that rents are doubling in 
KIBA.  
 
Tom reasoned that NPA must put strong principles in The Plan and safeguard artistic 
space. It needs to get into the detail of what we want to set out. Park Hall rents are 
getting high but there is a market. There needs to managed change in order to steer 
future use. Furthermore Dr Mark Bilton suggested that we speak to garages as we need 
real people doing real jobs. We need to understand the structure we are working to. 
 

Action 
 

• Approval is required by the committee for the new Plan structure 
• Audit of green spaces is required 
• Tom to purchase air quality tubes and design an air quality survey 
• Dr Mark Bilton to look into who are the air quality monitoring contacts 
• Mark to research Bankside BID re their air quality research and policy 
• Tom to meet local BID with a view to giving them a section of The Plan to work on 
• Follow-up Design Policy workshop is required to gain understanding on height issue 

and creating new green space (high bench-mark is needed) 
 

     4 Engagement to do list 
a. Lambeth Council (with AECOM?) 
b. NAG 
c. BID 
d. Forum 
e. Town centre land owners (with AECOM?) 
f. NHS/KIBA land owners (with AECOM?) 
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g. Policy working groups (need leaders): 
i. Resilient Norwood / Zero Carbon 
ii. Good design 
iii. Maximising development opportunities 
iv. Greening Norwood 
v. Mobility 
vi. Air quality 
vii. Housing 
viii. Priority Area 1 – Town Centre 
ix. Priority Area 2 – Norwood High Street/Business Area 

h. Dates for the above 
i. 6/7 April 
ii. 9 April 
iii. 12/13 April – Library anniversary 
iv. Feasts 

 
Graham, Tom and Vanessa Adams from AECOM spoke to Steve Woodin on the 14th March. 
AECOM is open to helping NPA with drafting. NPA needs to draft its policy before application. 
 
NPA needs to set up round-table workshops in order to be able to demonstrate evidence and 
show what has happened elsewhere. This requires a more intimate setting and we should 
only invite a select few to each who will be interested. 
 
Graham added that there has been research to say that neighbourhood planning is popular, 
so that people can control design, as aspiration is not always wanted. This aspect could 
capture local support for design, energy efficiency etc. Dr Mark Bilton argued that we need a 
tangible relatable statement for this. 

 
 Action 
 

• Tom to meet NAG on 10th April 
• Tom/Amanda to set up round tables in order to demonstrate evidence. 
• Tom to have a new banner made for Norwood’s Green-Town Plan for  West Norwood 

Library anniversary celebrations on 12th & 13th April 
• Tom and Thomas to facilitate Air Quality and Resilience workshop 
• Graham to facilitate Housing workshop plus History and Culture workshop 
• Mark Fairhurst to facilitate Design workshop 
• Dr Mark Bilton to facilitate Green Infrastructure workshop 
• Amanda to book May Feast 

 
5 Website/promotion 
 - setting meeting date 
 
 Action 
 

• c/o from meeting on 19th March as no date set for this as yet 
 
6 AOB 
 

There is a potential budget from BID plus Forum of £350 to cover the costs of the workshops 
and air tubes. Crowdfunding is another area that could be exploited. 
 
Brixton Bugle, West Norwood News, Posters, West Norwood Local (??) for advertising? 
 
Action 
 

• Look into the possibility of crowdfunding 
• Amanda to research London Letterbox for flyering 
• Tom to contact Helen Hayes 


