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 The Norwood Planning Assembly (NPA) was formed in 2015 and has over 

1500 members.   The NPA is committed to developing a shared vision for Norwood, 

and to shaping the future development and growth of the area.  Through NPA, local 

people are empowered to devise a land-use plan for Norwood which will become the 

statutory Neighbourhood Plan, when approved in a local referendum.  Developers 

and the council alike will be bound by the Norwood Neighbourhood Plan.  NPA is run 

by a Steering Group, which is accountable to the two main community groups in 

Norwood; The Norwood Action Group and the Norwood Forum. 

 

  The NPA obtained official designation on 3 July 2017 as a planning forum 

under the 2011 Localism Act.  In England, over 530 neighbourhood plans have 

already passed their referendums with about 2300 active groups, involving 6 million 

people.  NPA covers most of West Norwood, which is unusually large in 

neighbourhood planning terms, with a population of about 35,000 people.  NPA is 

citizen-led and voluntary, and progress has been slow in the absence of practical 

support from Lambeth Council.  

  

There are some long-standing planning issues: (1) the High Street from Elder 

Road to St Luke’s has been called the most run-down high street in London.  A third 

of floor-space is vacant.  Norwood’s original main road has suffered years of neglect 

and a planning vacuum.  (2) The old college site on Chapel Road and Knights Hill is 

part of the ‘Key Industrial and Business Area’.  There is a rigid policy of not 

permitting residential use and the old college site has been kept vacant for 20 years.  

(3) The odd collection of sites behind Norwood Road between Iceland and B&Q has 

great potential as the ‘Retail Heart of Norwood’.  The site includes the vacant laundry 

site, the council car park and several illegal uses.  NPA is enlisting public support for 

a retail-led regeneration of the area, with better access and new housing. 

See the website at: https://www.norwoodplanning.org/ 

For more information and to offer support please e-mail: 

admin@norwoodplanning.org 
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