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Minutes 
Norwood Planning Assembly Steering Group Meeting 

Tuesday 24th March 2020 6.30pm 
Zoom: https://priorandpartners.zoom.us/j/980807681 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Tom Venables, Mark Fairhurst, Graham Pycock, Thomas Denhof, Helena Rivera 
 
Scribe: Amanda Courtney 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Helena Rivera joined the meeting for the first time and introduced herself as a new 
business owner at 6 Norwood High Street. She spoke about converting the premises 
from a small off licence after a second application. Helena is also an architect at The 
London Festival of Architecture, June 2020. 

1. Minutes/Actions from Last Meeting 
 

Tom and Mark had a positive meeting with Lambeth (included meeting Catherine 
Carpenter who has been promoted to Planning Policy Manager) on the 23rd March.  
 
Helena suggested that Roehampton Uni could participate in some way with NPA 
(see number 4). 
 
The City Programme uses a 3D model of London, created by Gordon Ingram 
Associates. They can help NPA by importing any design we want to make it 3D. 
 
The minutes from 18th February 2020 at Rosemead Prep were approved.  
 

2&3 Progress with Neighbourhood Plan document.  
  Discussion with LB Lambeth: 
 

a. Use of VUCity 
b. Interface with NHS SPD 

 
Tom said Graham has done a lot of work on his element of The Plan and can be 
added to the structure as a starting point. 
 
POLICY 7 - The group wondered if Sunil could add some historical background 
(similar to what he might write in the Norwood Forum newsletter). Perhaps something 
along the lines of ‘buildings of character’. 
 
Plan needs to be granular and will give elevation over Lambeth Plan. In addition, we 
need to set up what we want to see in the community. Helena said she is happy to 
help on this. 
 



Norwood Planning Assembly Minutes 24th March 2020 
 

Site 18 is meant to have design code support and needs a guide on height and 
massing. VUCity could be a great tool to support this. 
 
Mark added that Travis Perkins are keen to develop the area but are restricted. He 
also states that there is still much data required and NPA needs to link all its 
evidence to policies. Tom feels that NPA will have more influence in commercial 
areas. It is crucial to get Lambeth support! Perhaps the Covid 19 isolation situation 
might provide an opportunity to get things done? 
 
Helena questioned how do we get young people on to the High Street as West 
Norwood is a tricky area with much industrial land? There are a lot of examples we 
can look at in the work of Hackney and Walthamstow to see what has been done in 
both those areas.  
 
Mark thinks people will be interested in Helena’s project and Graham added that it 
could be just what Norwood needs.  However, the council are still being restrictive 
and inward investment is needed. 
 
POLICY 5 - Thomas talked about Feast, Friends of West Norwood Cemetery, the 
potential around parks and estates. Thomas attended a climate emergency meeting 
in Herne Hill where there was discussion about putting pressure on the council. 
Helena added the idea of installing geo-thermal plants, which could set a framework 
and Mark talked about encouraging use of roof space for planting. Could this be re-
branded as a ‘green new business deal’ and NPA be the starting point for this? 
 
Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) have been helpful and there is much we can 
draw on from their workshop they facilitated for us In May 2019. 
 
Action 

• Amanda to start adding photos from NPA’s photo archive to our new Google 
Drive 

• Mark to discuss with Sunil what ‘historical’ element could be written into The 
Plan. There needs to be more articulation on this. 

• POLICY 5 – illustrate and safeguard each historical/heritage asset (half a 
column for each?). This element needs further development. 

• Tom to look into mapping for ‘Assets of Community Value’ 
• There needs to more guidelines for Site 18 
• Helena to look at ‘High Street Zone’ 
• Bring in Helen Hayes. There is a small window of opportunity to make a 

proposition. 
• Thomas and Helena to look at POLICY 7 
• Tom will circulate an updated draft of The Plan so far and also send to 

Lambeth (suggesting ‘creative area’ rather than SPD) 
 

4 Community Engagement Approach and Roehampton Research 
 

There is lots of good stuff to start putting in The Plan but we are lacking in outreach 
to the masses which is obviously exacerbated by the current lockdown. This should 
be easier when we have a draft plan to circulate and we have a clearer picture of 
when lockdown might end. 
 
Karen Cross from Roehampton has done research on how community groups 
engage with neighbourhood plans. This can add impetus to get research done. NPA 
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would be a great project for the Uni however Graham is cautious. He says we need 
to ensure we don’t fall into the trap of us working for them instead of vice versa. 
 
Caroline Bainbridge from Southlands Methodist Trust Fund could also be a source of 
potential help, by facilitating a group meeting between us and certain stakeholders. 
Helena thinks this could lead to good tangible outcomes for NPA. 
 
Action 

• NPA should be used as a point of research with the BAME community 
• Tom to send Karen Cross signed form by end of March 

 
5 Financials 

 
Carried over to next steering group meeting 
 

6 Approach to working during Coronavirus lockdown 
 
Action 

• Amanda to draft a paragraph for website home page 
 

7 AOB 
 

Mark commended the committee on the amount of work done so far. 
 

Action 
• Thomas to re-write his other ideas on a map 
• Graham to add detail to his housing document and will send draft round 

again. He needs comments from committee about his document so far. 
• Tom to collate Word versions of each policy 
• Mark to send Helena, Design Report by AECOM and Regeneris report 

 
 
 
Ends 8.15pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


